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Every half term there’s a progress review.  They don’t wait till the end of the term.  
 
As everything here is about progress, the school set targets for every student arriving  
at year 7 based on the key stage 2 tests, and the level they’ve been performing  
at primary school especially in English Language and Maths. 
 
They apply growth mindset strategies, you can see encouraging messages all over the 
school. “Learning as a cycle, review, improvement, growing…” 
 
  



• The students use mini whiteboards with sponge and felt –tip-pen to write 
their answers while doing a review or exercise in class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• These three coloured pages in their planners are for them to show the 
teacher they level of understanding after an explanation or lesson.         
Red-not very well;   yellow-so so;   green-completely understood. 
 

• The students wait for the teacher outside. 
 

• At the end of every period some teachers praise the students effort. 
 
 



I 

Green pen policy 

Encouraging messages such as “Failure – Improvement – Success” 
or“Consistent persistence means we will get there in the end”. 

 Library 

It is a warm, welcoming and inspiring place  

where students feel comfortable.   

 



Sticker with sentences on the notebook.  
When the teacher corrects the notebooks, he/she sticks this paper at the end, 
highlighting in green things that the student really did well and in pink thing that 
maybe he/she is not very good YET: 

• Your notebook is clean and tidy 
• You have done all the activities required 
• The spelling is always correct 
• You have written down all the information needed 
• Numbers on the pages 
• Index in every unit 

 
Reflection after the 
exam or notebook 
correction: Write what 
you are going to do to 
improve your “pink 
sentences” from now 
until Christmas. 
 
Example: pay more attention 
to my spelling, check the 
numbers on the pages before 
handing in the notebook, check 
the exam before handing it in… 

 



 

WWW (what went well) 
EBI (even better if) 
INNT (I now need to…) 
 

Peer assessment can be used here. 



Art, drama, music and cooking. 
Students have these subjects until Year 9 at least.  

• In Art classes students work on long projects that take may be some 
months.  

 

 

•  The teacher tries to ask not only people raising                                                   
their hands but also people who don’t do it.  

• Frequent use of question to elicit the content. 

 

Drama class.  
Warm-up activity: one student starts counting from 1, then, on the spur of 
the moment, another says two, and then three… until two students say 
the same number at the same time… Then someone starts again.  The 
teacher said: “listen to each other, it’s team work”.  
 
 



Review. Maths teacher said that she sacrificed a 
day a week to make review. She set 10 exercises 
and gives time to do them in class in pairs. At the 
end she corrects them and ask the student the 
target for each activity.  

There are posters with English and Maths basic contents in many 
classes and in other common spaces. 

Display with materials   
in Maths classroom 



• History class. Five minutes before the end she asks them how they think 
they met the learning objectives and how they know that.                         
She asks them to use key words from the learning objectives as a guide.  

• It is all about what, why and how. 

Cards on every table exactly the same as a deck of cards that the teacher use for a 
round of questions. 
 



• Small demonstration 
• Crossword 
• Anagrams 
• Make a list of alternative fuels 
• Choose the odd one among some pictures 
• What do these pictures have in common? 









Students sheet 







Understanding Trench Warfare 
 
 
 
 
 






